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To an abstract mathematician such as Professor Shiu
Yuen Cheng, nothing contains more beauty than an
elegant theorem and the reasoning that leads up to it. Like
a creative artist at an easel, the insights into life’s mysteries
uncovered through statements, axioms and proofs offer a

wondrous key to knowing how and why the world works.

Professor Cheng has never wanted to keep his gift for
fathoming these enigmas to himself. Instead, he has
devoted a lifetime to drawing out simplicity from
complexity and seeking to share the joys of such
knowledge. Over the past 40 years, he has brought the
wonders of calculus, differential geometry, and game
theory, along with the core role that mathematics plays in
social development, to the young, gifted or simply
interested.

Introduced to Euclid at Pui Ching Middle School, the
smitten youngster went on to study mathematics at the
Chinese University of Hong Kong. Later, as a doctoral
student at the University of California, Berkeley, he was
supervised by world-renowned mathematician Shiing
Shen Chern whom he deemed an outstanding example of

a “true Chinese scholar”.

It was a lesson Professor Cheng never forgot,
dedicating his own career as an academic to showing how
to achieve at the highest levels and be an honorable person.
First NYU, Princeton and UCLA in the United States and
his alma mater in Hong Kong were the beneficiaries of this
perspective. Then in the mid-1990s, he joined HKUST. As
a dynamic start-up university with a goal to be world class
in research and education, and a specific focus on science

and technology, it proved a perfect match.

Starting out at HKUST as Head of the Mathematics
Department in 1996, Professor Cheng became Dean of
Science in 2004, and later stepped up to serve as Acting
Vice-President for Academic Affairs and Deputy to the
President. In addition, he served on the University Court,
Council and Senate. He was made a Chair Professor in
2005 and an Emeritus Professor in 2014.

Professor Cheng’s research was of the highest order,
devising novel theorems on Riemannian geometry, the

study of curved surfaces, and being recognized for his
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contributions globally. In 2007, he was awarded the Chern
Prize at the of Chinese
Mathematicians for his exceptional achievements in the

International Congress
geometric study of eigenfunctions and eigenvalues of
Laplacian. In 2012, he was elected a Fellow of the
American Mathematical Society.

Regarded as brilliant by his peers, he was equally
respected by those he taught, being voted one of HKUST’s
Best Ten Lecturers by students five years in a row. Despite
differential geometry being one of the most difticult of all
mathematical areas and Professor Cheng’s eminence in his
field, he was able and ready to bring his discipline down to
earth. In 2008, he initiated and taught the Mathematics in
Civilization common core course to show how often
milestones in human history have been linked to the world
of math.

A stream of further endeavors demonstrated his rare
all-round capabilities as a communicator, organizer and
advocate, as well as his willingness to contribute. These
included helping to organize Saturday afternoon schools
and summer camps at HKUST for talented school
students and serving on the Board of Directors for the
Hong Kong Academy for Gifted Education. He was also a
longstanding and active member of the Committee on
Mathematics Education for Hong Kong’s Curriculum

Development Council.

Prof Cheng has a sincere love for what he did and a
wish to pass this on to the next generation. Both of his two
sons benefited and went on to become mathematicians.
Many others have been similarly inspired. As one
colleague recollects, a trip to Professor Cheng’s office, even
when Dean, usually meant an encounter with a potential
young Euclid from high school being patiently mentored
in between meetings. The fortunate young people now are
the front-runners at Tsinghua University where Professor
Cheng has become Associate Director of the Yau

Mathematical Sciences Center.

A favorite maxim is the Sung Dynasty saying, “i &
JB ¥ - 3% 7L B 4" - “Respect other people, continue
to improve through learning”. Professor Cheng’s work
and life show he has certainly lived up to this. As a
veritable scholar and gentleman, HKUST is proud to

honor him today.
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A career in finance is not all about bonuses and high
salaries. When you are managing other people’s money,
whether for individuals or the community to spur
economic growth, it is about how to combine high returns
with social responsibility. Leading Hong Kong banker
Anita Yuen Mei Fung knows exactly what it is like to have
this duty of care. And over the past 30 years, she has shown
by outstanding example the way to integrate the two to the
benefit of the city as a whole.

Following a Bachelor of Social Science at the
University of Hong Kong, with a major in Finance, and
later a Master’s in Applied Finance from Macquarie
University, she rose to become CEO for Hong Kong at
global bank HSBC in 2011. She was the first female
executive in the bank’s 150-year history to be appointed to
the role. She had also been promoted to Group General
Manager of HSBC Holdings since 2008.

It seems highly appropriate that a “homegrown
banker”, as she has called herself, should set this record in
a bank synonymous with Hong Kong. Ms Fung started her
career in banking in the 1980s at Standard Chartered
Bank. After moving to HSBC in 1996, she steadily sailed
upward in line with Hong Kong’s own expansion into one
of the world’s most important financial centers. Her
contribution was marked by the reach of her knowledge in
different areas of banking. Senior posts along the way
included treasury and capital markets, regional trading,
and global markets, before moving into even higher realms
of management.

At the same time, she showed her commitment to
Hong Kong by continuously seeking to expand the city’s
financial sector, one of the four core pillars of the economy
along with tourism, trading and logistics, and professional
services. Her endeavors in renminbi internationalization
were especially notable, and a key factor in Hong Kong’s
rise to become the leading offshore RMB business hub. She
has also held positions in many influential financial
organizations, including the Hong Kong Association of
Banks,
government advisory committees. In 2013, she was

Treasury Markets Association, and related

recognized for her endeavor in the development of the
city’s banking industry with a Bronze Bauhinia Star.
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Extending out from the banking sector, she has set her
vision and expertise to work on behalf of statutory bodies
and other community organizations. In the world of
public service appointments, where women are still
underrepresented, Ms Fung has served with distinction.
She has not dwelt on her glass ceiling credentials but
quietly evolved into a major role model through her
capabilities and dedication. Those gaining the benefit of
her knowledge include the Hong Kong Monetary
Authority, the Hong Kong Mortgage Corporation, the
Airport Authority Hong Kong, Hong Kong Housing
Authority, and West Kowloon Cultural District Authority,
among others. She became a government-appointed
non-executive director of Hong Kong Exchanges and
Clearing Limited in 2015 and a Justice of the Peace the

same year.

At HKUST, the Council has been fortunate enough to
have gained Ms Fung’s guidance for the past six years. As
Vice-Chairman of the Finance Committee, she
automatically became chair of the Main Tender Board,
working together with senior administrators to ensure best
practice for the University. She also sat on the Audit and

Standing Committees.

During her time with the HKUST Council, Ms Fung
brought a sterling collection of personal qualities to the
table: energy and enthusiasm, an open-mind and
willingness to listen, preparedness and a good memory, a
readiness to follow up to keep people on their toes but
appreciation for work done. Using her insight into the
commercial sector and public bodies, she gave valuable
advice to improve University policies and keep them up to
date, while at the same time understanding that not
everything in the business world can be transferred to a

higher education setting.

Ms Fung has previously said she believes that being
successful within an organization is all about passion for
what you do. In her own multi-faceted commitment, she
has shown how such drive can bring high returns not only
to one’s own career or company but by being set to work
for the community. For professional achievement at the

highest levels and such continuous dedication to Hong

Kong, HKUST is delighted to honor Ms Anita Fung today.
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Attaining a successful career for oneself is often
challenging enough. So a life audit is certainly in order
when you not only help steer your accountancy firm to a
major role in the development of the world’s most
impactful economy of modern times but also enable
thousands of young people to achieve success in your
profession and beyond. For Mr John Harrison, a leading
performer in Big Four multinational KPMG’s story in
Hong Kong, Mainland China, and the region over the past
three decades, having a good head for figures was just the
beginning. It was how those figures added up to making an
overall difference that mattered.

A degree in mathematics at Durham University in the
UK led Mr Harrison toward accountancy and KPMG.
After qualifying in London, after 7 years there he opted to
move to Hong Kong, arriving with his wife in 1983. He had
never been to Hong Kong before despite a father in the
Royal Navy and a childhood spent in different locations.
But the city quickly became home.

Professionally, it was perfect timing. With the
Mainland China economic powerhouse barreling to
marketization and internationalization, it is perhaps an
understatement to say the firm’s business was starting to
boom. When Mr Harrison first came to Hong Kong,
KPMG had around 700 staff. There were two in Mainland
China, in a representative office in Beijing. By his
retirement in 2010, there were around 10,000 employees in
14 offices across China in total.

Starting out with audit, due diligence, IPOs, and other
advisory work, Mr Harrison became a Partner in 1987.
Thirteen years on from his arrival in the city, he was
elected Senior Partner. As such, he became Chairman and
CEO of KPMG China and Hong Kong, and concurrently
Chairman of KPMG Asia Pacific, from 2003-2009. He was
Deputy Chairman of KPMG
2008-2010.

International from

To recruit, develop and retain talent in a growth
environment is a key business issue. But for Mr Harrison,
who oversaw human resources for a time, it meant even
more. Social and collegiate himself, and a firm believer in
the training and character development provided by
accountancy, he found it immensely rewarding to expand
opportunities for graduates to reach their potential
through the profession. Whenever possible, he would go
out to universities in Hong Kong, including HKUST, to
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introduce the firm. He also set new trends, expanding
target recruits from accountancy and business study
majors only to any graduate with the caliber to succeed. In
Mainland China, it proved one of the most satisfying
aspects of his career to leave behind a network of partners
where originally there had been none.

Even in retirement, he has continued to help others
grow, bringing his professional outlook as well as his
accountancy and corporate governance skills to a portfolio
of independent non-executive directorships. When you
are asked to take up such a role, it is because you have
shown yourself worthy to serve as an objective voice in
board discussions and a fearless champion of governance
and performance. That he has been tasked with this
responsibility by some of Hong Kong’s leading firms,
including ATA Group Ltd, Cathay Pacific Airways, and
Hong Kong Exchanges and Clearing Ltd, is a measure of
the regard he commands at the highest levels of the
buiness community.

The University Council, which Mr Harrison joined in
2008, seeks people of similar caliber. And, like fellow
awardee Ms Anita Fung, his presence proved a valuable
addition for oversight of our accounting and reporting as
well as our governance. He first served HKUST on the
Audit Committee and later became the University
Treasurer, Chairman of the Finance Committee and
Deputy Chairman of the Human Resources Committee as
well as chairman of the boards of Trustees of our
superannuation funds and a member of The Standing
Committee. With his enthusiasm for learning and
development, he saw contributing to HKUST as a good
match and a way to help more young people thrive
through ensuring a solid financial and corporate
governance footing for the University to keep moving
ahead. Now an Honorary Court Member, he is looking
forward to further input.

In recognition of his career in KPMG in Asia John was
awarded the Freedom of The City of London in 2015 by
the Honorable Livery Company of Chartered Accountants.

As John is happy to suggest to those starting out in
accountancy and other fields, make sure you do what you
enjoy. Never presume you know everything - even when
you rise to senior management - always be prepared to
listen and learn. Have a global view of life in order to
respect and have tolerance toward others’ views. Above all,
make time and be prepared to contribute and get involved
in the future.

As an exemplary contributor to the future of his
profession, young people’s lives, and this University, we
are delighted to honor Mr John Harrison today.
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